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Your psychiatric nursing qualification has a home in Canada

You trained as a psychiatric nurse. In Canada, that is its own regulated profession: British Columbia,

Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba all license registered psychiatric nurses (RPNs) separately from

registered nurses. British Columbia has an established route for internationally educated psychiatric

nurses, and every fee, date and rule in this guide was checked against the official sources on October 20,

2026.

At The Nurse Bridge, we believe an unfamiliar route is not an impossible one. This guide shows you where

to start, what it costs, and what to do this month.

Who this guide is for. Nurses whose original entry-to-practice qualification is specifically in

psychiatric or mental health nursing. It is not for general registered nurses who later gained

psychiatric experience. This edition covers British Columbia (BC) only; the other three provinces

have their own regulators and processes.

What's new in this edition

2027 RPNCE dates are published. The first deadline to apply for the January 2027 sitting is November

23, 2026.

Attempt limits. International applicants get a maximum of three attempts within two years of approval

to write.

Bursary detail. Health Match BC now itemizes what the up-to-CAD $17,000 IEN Bursary reimburses,

line by line.

Recency rule. BCCNM says applicants do best if they finished their program or practised consistently

within the last 10 years.

Inspire policies. Applications stay open one year; the computer and simulation assessments must be

done within three months of each other, with no routine retakes.

Your pathway at a glance

Run Inspire Global Assessments and BCCNM side by side. BCCNM's own instruction is to apply to both and

work through their requirements at the same time, because that is the fastest route (BCCNM).

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Check your fit. Read the BCCNM internationally educated RPN page. Finished your program or

practised within the last 10 years? You're in the strongest position. If not, talk to BCCNM first about a

re-entry or bridging route.

1

Apply to Health Match BC. Create your free profile through Health Match BC's registration. It's

government funded, and it's where your nurse navigator, the bursary and your employment

consultant all sit.

2
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01

Registration

Documents, assessments,

decisions

02

Examination

Study, logistics, authorization

03

Career

Health Match BC, employers,

finances, immigration

This application is yours to own. BCCNM and Inspire ask nurses to complete and submit their own

applications, and they warn against agencies charging high fees to file on a nurse's behalf. You can

do this yourself, and this guide shows you how.

The RPNCE: 2027 dates and how to prepare

The Registered Psychiatric Nurses of Canada Examination (RPNCE) is a 200-question, multiple-choice,

computer-based exam. It is not the NCLEX. It runs over a multi-day window in January, May and October,

and costs CAD $695 plus tax per attempt, paid to the exam provider Meazure Learning (BCCNM exam

page, updated Oct. 19, 2026).

Gather documents first. Inspire recommends collecting everything before you apply: two notarized

government IDs, an education credential report sent directly from an approved agency (WES, ICAS,

ICES, CES or NNAS), and English evidence.

3

Apply to Inspire and BCCNM. Inspire confirms identity, English, credentials and competency, then

sends its package to BCCNM.
4

Verify your practice and licensure. BCCNM sends forms your employers and regulators must return

directly, completed in English.
5

Complete assigned requirements. BCCNM decides whether your education and practice are

substantially equivalent. Expect at least one course on the Canadian health system; some nurses are

assigned a longer re-entry or bridging program.

6

Apply for jobs. Health Match BC's employment consultants connect RPNs one-to-one with BC's

eight public health employers (Health Match BC employment support). Browse the BC nursing job

board and the public health employers, and build those relationships while your registration moves. A

job offer is also what opens BC's provincial nominee route.

7

Write the RPNCE. BCCNM sends exam instructions once required education is done. If everything

but the exam is complete, you can request provisional registration and work while you wait.
8

Get your practising licence. Pass the exam and a provisional licence converts automatically. You are

not authorized to practise until your name appears in the BCCNM online directory.
9
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Deadline
January 2027 (Jan. 20 to

27)

May 2027 (May 12 to

19)

October 2027 (Oct. 13 to

20)

Request exam

accommodation

Nov. 2, 2026 Feb. 22, 2027 July 26, 2027

Apply for registration/exam Nov. 23, 2026 Mar. 15, 2027 Aug. 16, 2027

Pay Meazure Learning Dec. 21, 2026 to Jan. 8,

2027

Apr. 15 to 23, 2027 Sept. 16 to 24, 2027

Withdraw without charge Jan. 5, 2027 Apr. 27, 2027 Sept. 28, 2027

Results expected Feb. 26, 2027 June 18, 2027 Nov. 19, 2027

Your exam date confirmation email from BCCNM is your green light. If it hasn't arrived by the application

deadline, email exams@bccnm.ca before that date, because late applications aren't accepted.

How to stay on track

Watch for your payment email. About four weeks before the sitting, Meazure Learning emails payment

instructions and you'll have eight days to pay. Add testingsupport@meazurelearning.com to your

contacts so it lands where you'll see it.

You have room to grow. International applicants may write up to three times within two years of

approval to write.

Provisional registration keeps you working. With a provisional licence you can keep practising after a

first unsuccessful attempt. A second ends it four to six weeks after notification, so prepare to pass the

first time.

Trust the scoring. Borderline papers are already hand-scored, so a rescore (CAD $65 plus GST) rarely

changes a result. Put that energy into your next attempt instead.

A 16-week preparation framework

Our suggested plan, not an official curriculum.

Weeks Focus Action

1 to 4 Blueprint and

baseline

Read the official blueprint and study guide; find your strongest and weakest areas.

5 to 8 Core psychiatric

nursing

Review assessment, therapeutic relationships, interventions, psychopharmacology

and safety against the blueprint.

9 to 12 Applied judgment Work reputable practice questions and explain every answer. Log recurring errors.

13 to

16

Exam readiness Timed practice, revisit weak areas, finalize ID, travel and booking.

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Official materials first. BCCNM publishes the RPNCE Blueprint, the RPNCE Study Guide and a paid 100-

question online practice test with rationales. BCCNM does not endorse third-party prep, and no third party

has access to real RPNCE questions. Start studying now; you don't need permission to write before you

begin.

Documents, English and the competency assessment

Inspire runs a separate competency assessment for RPNs, distinct from its integrated RN/LPN/HCA track

(Inspire BC IEN Pathway). Most applicants complete it, and a well-organized file is what moves you through

quickly.

Build one application file

Two government-issued IDs, notarized by a notary public or lawyer, plus any name-change evidence.

Your psychiatric or mental health nursing qualification, transcripts, course descriptions and clinical

hours.

An education credential report from an approved agency: WES, ICAS, ICES, CES or NNAS. Inspire only

accepts reports sent directly by the agency. The Nurse Bridge has no affiliation with any credentialing

provider; compare each agency's current price and processing time yourself.

Registration history from every regulator that has licensed you, and employment records for your

psychiatric nursing practice.

English-language evidence

Inspire accepts CELBAN, IELTS Academic, OET and PTE Academic (Inspire English requirements). Scores

must be valid when your application is received: CELBAN for three years, the others for two. Choose

Inspire Global Assessments as the recipient so results go to them directly. Check the current score sheet

before you book.

You may be able to skip a test by submitting at least two forms of alternative evidence, such as Canadian

post-secondary study in English or an Employer English Proficiency Reference covering recent English-

language nursing practice. Inspire can still ask for a test, so confirm before relying on this.

The competency assessment (CBA and SLA)

The assessment has two parts: a computer-based assessment (CBA) and a simulation lab assessment

(SLA) (Inspire fees and policies).

Book both parts as a pair. The CBA and SLA are completed within six months of your referral and

within three months of each other.

Prepare for one strong attempt. Retakes are allowed only in exceptional circumstances with a new

referral, so walk in ready. Inspire offers a Get SLA Ready online course to help.

Your SLA brings you to the Vancouver area. It's held in person at Langara College in Vancouver or

BCIT in Burnaby, mostly on Saturdays. Think of it as a first look at the province you plan to work in.

Secure any visa you need, and book non-refundable travel once your date is confirmed.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Pick your SLA date with confidence. You can move it once, at least 60 days out. Later changes or a

missed date cost the full SLA fee, so book when your plans are firm.

Keep your file active. Your Inspire application stays open one year from payment. Submit everything

inside that year and you'll avoid the CAD $250 reopening fee.

One distinction worth knowing. A credential report for nursing registration is not automatically the same

as an Educational Credential Assessment (ECA) for Canadian immigration. Ask each organization which

report it needs before you pay.

What it costs, and what can be reimbursed

Most of the registration costs can be reimbursed. Through Health Match BC, eligible nurses can receive up

to CAD $17,000 under the IEN Bursary Program, depending on the assessments and education BCCNM

requires (Health Match BC financial support). It works as a reimbursement: you pay, keep your receipts,

and get paid back.

Expense Published fee (CAD) IEN Bursary reimbursement (CAD)

Education credential report Set by the agency you

choose

Up to $1,200

English language test Set by the test provider Up to $400 per attempt, two attempts

Inspire application $600 + GST, non-

refundable

Up to $600 + taxes

Inspire RPN competency assessment (CBA

$1,500 + SLA $1,500)

$3,000 + GST One-time, up to $3,000 + taxes

Travel to the in-person assessment Varies Up to $1,000; BC residents only,

distance conditions apply

BCCNM international RPN application $690 + GST Up to $690 + taxes

Transitional education, if assigned Varies by program Up to $10,000 in tuition

RPNCE exam $695 + tax per attempt Not listed as a bursary item

BCCNM practising or provisional RPN

licence

$781.10 (Apr. 1, 2026 to

Mar. 31, 2027)

Not listed as a bursary item

Fee sources: Inspire, BCCNM fees, BCCNM exam page. Nurses told to retake a full nursing degree are not eligible for the

education bursary.

What makes you eligible

Return of Service. You must sign a Return of Service agreement with the BC Ministry of Health before

you receive provisional or full registration.

• 

• 

• 
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BC only. BC must be the only province where you've applied for nursing registration. Active

applications elsewhere in Canada must be withdrawn.

No prior Canadian registration as a registered nurse in another province or territory.

Canadian SIN and bank account. Without a valid SIN you may be accepted, but you won't be

reimbursed until you have one.

One profession only. If you qualify in more than one eligible profession, you apply under one funding

stream.

Make every dollar count: confirm your eligibility with Health Match BC, check English alternatives before

booking a test, send records to the right recipient the first time, and book travel once your in-person date is

set. Health Match BC updates its terms from time to time, so check with

ienbursaryinfo@healthmatchbc.org or your navigator as you build your budget.

Employment and immigration: plan them in parallel

Registration is your licence to practise. Your work permit, your first BC job and permanent residence each

have their own path, and you can move all of them forward at the same time.

Start with registration; build immigration alongside it. Nothing in BCCNM's or Inspire's requirements

asks for a job offer or work permit to begin, and the process is built for nurses applying from abroad.

Your registration progress makes you hireable, and a BC job offer opens the immigration routes below.

Use Health Match BC. Its free service covers licensing navigation, immigration information and job

search support, and it lists BC's publicly funded health employers.

Know the provincial nominee route. Registered psychiatric nurses fall under NOC 31301, which is listed

among the occupations eligible for the BC Provincial Nominee Program's Health Authority stream

(WelcomeBC). Eligibility depends on your job offer and the rules in force when you apply.

Ask prospective employers about sponsorship, relocation support and any conditions attached to that help,

and get every commitment in writing.

Already hold a Canadian work permit? You're a step ahead. BCCNM notes that having work

authorization in place can help your application move without delays (BCCNM).

Your first 30 days

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Read the BCCNM internationally educated RPN page and save it. Write down questions specific to

your qualification.

Apply to Health Match BC and ask for a navigator, an employment consultant and current bursary

terms.
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M I G R AT E  W I T H O U T  T H E  A G E N C Y

Take the next step with The Nurse Bridge
Pathway guides and tools for internationally educated nurses planning their move, all in one

place. Create your account and keep building your future in Canada.

Create your account at mynursebridge.com/join

Glossary: Canadian terms and abbreviations

Canadian nursing has its own vocabulary, and a few everyday words mean something different here than

they do at home. Keep this list open while you read regulator websites.

Words that catch newcomers out

College. In Canadian nursing, a college is usually the regulator that licenses you, not a school. BCCNM

is a college in this sense.

RPN. In BC it means registered psychiatric nurse. In Ontario it means registered practical nurse, a

different profession. Check which one a job posting means before you apply.

Licence and practise. Canadian spelling uses "licence" and "practice" as nouns, "license" and

"practise" as verbs. You'll see both on official forms.

Province and territory. Canada has 10 provinces and 3 territories, and each sets its own nursing rules.

Registrant. A nurse registered with a college.

Check the 10-year education or practice guideline, and if you're outside it, ask BCCNM about re-entry

options.

Open your free RPN tracker at mynursebridge.com/rpn-tracker and mark each step as you go.

Contact your school, credential agency and nursing regulator about sending records directly.

Review English options and alternative evidence before booking a test.

Download the RPNCE blueprint and study guide and start your baseline review.

Build a budget that separates fixed fees from conditional assessments, travel and immigration.

Mark November 23, 2026 if you're aiming for the January 2027 sitting, and November 2, 2026 if you

need an exam accommodation.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Organizations

Abbreviation Full name What it is

BCCNM British Columbia College of Nurses and Midwives Licenses RPNs in BC

CNPS Canadian Nurses Protective Society Provides the professional

liability protection nurses must

hold

Health Match

BC

Health Match BC Free BC government service for

navigators, the bursary and job

search

Inspire Inspire Global Assessments, formerly NCAS Runs BC's credential, English

and competency assessments

IRCC Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada The federal immigration

department

Meazure

Learning

Meazure Learning Delivers the RPNCE; you pay

them directly

NNAS National Nursing Assessment Service One of the agencies Inspire

accepts for your education

report

WES, ICAS,

ICES, CES

World Education Services; International Credential Assessment

Service of Canada; International Credential Evaluation Service;

Comparative Education Service

Other credential agencies

Inspire accepts

Nursing designations

Abbreviation Full name What it means for you

HCA Health Care Assistant A care aide role; a separate pathway from nursing

IEN Internationally Educated Nurse Any nurse educated outside Canada

LPN Licensed Practical Nurse A separate profession

NP Nurse Practitioner An advanced practice role

RN Registered Nurse A separate profession; RNs write the NCLEX, not the RPNCE

RPN Registered Psychiatric Nurse The licence you're working toward
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Exams and assessments

Term Full name What it means for you

CBA Computer-Based Assessment Inspire's 5-hour test of nursing knowledge and

judgment

CELBAN Canadian English Language

Benchmark Assessment for Nurses

An English test designed for nurses

ECA Educational Credential Assessment A report for immigration, not nursing

registration

EEPR Employer English Proficiency

Reference

An Inspire form your supervisor completes as

alternative English evidence

IELTS Academic, OET,

PTE Academic

English language tests Also accepted; IELTS and PTE must be the

Academic versions

RPNCE Registered Psychiatric Nurses of

Canada Examination

The national licensing exam

SLA Simulation Lab Assessment Inspire's in-person clinical scenarios in

Vancouver or Burnaby, about 6.5 hours

Process terms

Term What it means for you

Bridging, re-entry or transitional

education

Courses BCCNM assigns to close gaps in your education or practice

IEN Bursary BC's program that reimburses up to CAD $17,000 in registration costs

Notarized Certified by a notary public or lawyer as a true copy

Provisional registration Permission to work before you pass the RPNCE

Return of Service Your commitment to work in BC's public health system in exchange for

bursary funding

Substantial equivalence BCCNM's finding that your education and practice match a Canadian

graduate's

Money, work and immigration

Term Full name What it means for you

CAD Canadian dollar Every fee in this guide is in CAD
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Term Full name What it means for you

GST Goods and Services Tax A 5% federal tax added to many fees

Health

authority

Health authority A regional public health employer, such as Fraser Health

LMIA Labour Market Impact

Assessment

An employer document behind some work permits. Be wary of

anyone who charges you for one

NOC 31301 National Occupational

Classification

The job code for registered nurses and registered psychiatric nurses

PNP Provincial Nominee Program A provincial route to permanent residence; BC's Health Authority

stream includes RPNs

PR Permanent residence The right to live and work in Canada permanently

SIN Social Insurance Number Needed to work in Canada and to receive bursary reimbursements

Official sources

Fees, dates and rules can change. Recheck these before you pay.

BCCNM: Internationally educated RPN applicants

BCCNM: RPNCE exam dates, fees and prep materials

BCCNM: RPN fees 2026 to 2027

Inspire Global Assessments: BC IEN Pathway

Inspire: BC fees and policies

Inspire: English language proficiency

Health Match BC: Registration

Health Match BC: Employment support

Health Match BC: Financial support and IEN Bursary

WelcomeBC: BC Provincial Nominee Program

IRCC: Federal immigration

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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A note from The Nurse Bridge
Picture it: your name in the BCCNM directory, the RPN title after it, and your first shift caring for

people in British Columbia. Your psychiatric nursing qualification is the foundation for all of it.

Understand the process, prepare well, and take it one informed decision at a time.

Start at mynursebridge.com/join

The Nurse Bridge currently offers NCLEX preparation, not a dedicated RPNCE question bank, so this guide points you

to official RPNCE materials. The Nurse Bridge is not affiliated with BCCNM, Inspire Global Assessments, Health Match

BC or any credentialing provider.

This guide is educational information, not a promise of registration, employment, funding or immigration approval,

and not legal or immigration advice. Requirements differ by applicant and may change. Verify current rules with the

relevant regulator, assessment provider, employer or government before spending money.
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